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Arrangement Benefits Students who Earn Applied Association of Science Degrees
Blue Ridge Community College (BRCC) President Laura B.
Leatherwood and Gardner-Webb University Interim President
Dr. Ben Leslie prepare to sign an articulation agreement
between the two schools while officials of both institutions pose
behind them. From left are Ben Kish (BRCC), Elizabeth Pack
and Rusty Graham (GWU), and Brenda Blackburn, Kathy Allen,
Kirsten Hobbs, and Kirsten Bunch (BRCC). Photo courtesy of
BRCC
BOILING SPRINGS, N.C. – Blue Ridge Community College President Laura B.
Leatherwood joined with Gardner-Webb University Interim President Dr. Ben Leslie to
sign an articulation agreement designed to provide a clear pathway for students who want
to earn an associate degree in accounting, early childhood, business administration,
information technology, or criminal justice at Blue Ridge and then move on to work toward
their bachelor’s degrees at GWU in related fields.
“By following the course of study outlined in the articulation agreements, students can
easily see how their course work will transfer, how it will apply to their bachelor’s degree
program, and what courses they will have remaining to complete their bachelor’s degree,”
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Dean for Business and Service Careers Brenda Blackburn said. “Blue Ridge students can
gain valuable workplace training with their associate degree here, as well as fulfill their
aspirations for a bachelor’s degree, by following these transfer pathways.”
Leslie noted that the agreement with Blue Ridge addresses a need for students who pursue
the Applied Associate of Science Degree. “North Carolina Community College students
who pursue an Associate of Arts or Associate of Science degree have many opportunities
for seamless transfer to four-year institutions through the North Carolina Comprehensive
Articulation Agreement,” Leslie said. “Unfortunately, that agreement does not address the
needs of students who pursue the Applied Associate of Science degree. Gardner-Webb is
proud to help address that deficiency as we enter into this partnership with Blue Ridge.”
The transfer agreement will provide opportunities to graduates of Blue Ridge accounting,
business, criminal justice, and early childhood programs to follow the same streamlined
pathway toward transfer to Gardner-Webb that students currently enjoy under the
Comprehensive Articulation Agreement for AA and AS degrees. It will directly benefit Blue
Ridge students by reducing unnecessary repetition of courses already taken and providing
the maximum benefit for recognizing work already accomplished.
For more information about the new articulation agreements with Gardner-Webb
University, contact Student Services at Blue Ridge Community College, 828-694-1800 or
admissions@blueridge.edu.
Located in the North Carolina foothills, Gardner-Webb University is a private, Christian,
liberal arts university. Gardner-Webb emphasizes a strong student-centered experience
and rigorous academics to prepare students to become effective leaders within the global
community. Ignite your future at Gardner-Webb.edu.
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